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STRONG OPPOSITION TO HCR 50 HD1  
 

Aloha Chair Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair Rhoads and Members of the Committee! 
 

 My name is Kat Brady and I am the Coordinator of Community Alliance on Prisons, a 
community initiative promoting smart justice policies in Hawai`i for two decades. This testimony is 
respectfully offered on behalf of the approximately 6,000 Hawai`i individuals living behind bars or 
under the “care and custody” of the Department of Public Safety on any given day.  We are always 
mindful that that more than 1,600 of Hawai`i’s imprisoned people are serving their sentences abroad 
thousands of miles away from their loved ones, their homes and, for the disproportionate number of 
incarcerated Native Hawaiians, far from their ancestral lands. 
 
 HCR 50 urges the United States Congress to restore free and fair elections. 
 

 The 2010 US Supreme Court decision on Citizens United that grants corporations “personhood” has 
corrupted our political system, seriously eroded public confidence in government, and destroyed our 
representative democracy. What is happening in Washington D.C. right now is proof of what happens 
when dark money controls elections and policymaking:  

• Monsanto writing pesticide laws and regulations;  

• Big pharma writing drug laws and regulations; and  

• Wall Street controlling the economy. 
 
 The website Demos1 has a document: Top 5 Ways Citizens United Harms Democracy & Top 5 Ways 
We’re Fighting to Take Democracy Back. Citizens United declared that it was unconstitutional to restrict a 
corporation from spending its treasury money to support or attack candidates in elections,2 and led 

                                                           
1 Demos, TOP 5 WAYS CITIZENS UNITED HARMS DEMOCRACY. http://www.demos.org/publication/top-5-ways-citizens-
united-harms-democracy-top-5-ways-we%E2%80%99re-fighting-take-democracy-back 

1.  

2. 2 Citizens United v. Fed. Election Comm’n, 558 U.S. 310, 365 (2010). Previously corporations that wanted to engage in political 

spending were required to establish a political action committee; corporations are still banned from making direct 
contributions to candidates. See id. at 320; 52 U.S.C.A. § 30118. 
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to unlimited contributions to outside groups such as Super PACs and tax-exempt non-profits.3 These 
decisions have allowed concentrated big money in politics to increase,4 further marginalizing those 
without vast wealth in our political system.5  
 
 There is no place for secrecy in a democracy. Government secrecy is at odds with basic 
democratic principles. As the U.S. Supreme Court recognized in 1936, “an informed public is the most 
potent of all restraints upon misgovernment.”6  
  
 Despite our support for overturning Citizens United, in these perilous times the thought of a 
constitutional convention to open the document that enshrines our rights is truly frightening.  We are 
currently witnessing the destruction of many safeguards that have been constructed to protect 
personal, environmental, and civil rights. A constitutional convention at this time could have even 
more devastating effects than those to which we are currently being subjected. 
 
 Please continue to work for more transparency and disclosure of campaign contributions and 
open government. The people of Hawai`i are counting on our legislature to protect our hard-won 
gains to protect all that is precious to us.  
 
 We urge you to defer this resolution. 
 
 Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 

                                                           
 

3 The Court’s holding that independent spending can’t corrupt as a matter of law because “access and influence aren’t 
corruption,” id. at 360, led to the SpeechNow decision. See SpeechNow.org v. Fed. Election Comm’n, 599 F.3d 686, 694 (D.C. 
Cir. 2010) (“In light of the Court’s holding as a matter of law that independent expenditures do not corrupt or create the 
appearance of quid pro quo corruption, contributions to groups that make only independent expenditures also cannot 
corrupt or create the appearance of corruption”). 
 

4 The estimated $3.6 billion spent in the 2014 federal elections broke records for the most expensive midterm in history, with 
$689 million in outside spending including $154 million in untraceable dark money. “Estimated Cost of Election 2014,” Center 
for Responsive Politics, https://www.opensecrets.org/overview/cost.php. 
 

4 “The real story of the election’s campaign finance chapter was not which side had more resources, but that such a large 
chunk of the cost was paid for by a small group of ultra-wealthy donors using outside groups to bury voters with an avalanche 
of spending.” Russ Choma, “Money Won on Tuesday, But Rules of the Game Changed,” Center for Responsive Politics (Nov. 5, 
2014), http://www.opensecrets.org/news/2014/11/money-won-on-tuesday-but-rules-of-the-game-changed. 
 

6 ACLU https://www.aclu.org/issues/national-security/secrecy 

https://www.opensecrets.org/overview/cost.php

