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Aloha Chair Takayama, Vice Chair LoPresti and Members of the Committee! 
 
 My name is Kat Brady and I am the Coordinator of Community Alliance on Prisons, a 

community initiative promoting smart justice policies in Hawai`i for two decades. This testimony 

is respectfully offered on behalf of the almost 6,000 Hawai`i individuals living behind bars or 

under the “care and custody” of the Department of Public Safety.  We are always mindful that 

more than 1,600 of Hawai`i’s imprisoned people are serving their sentences abroad thousands of 

miles away from their loved ones, their homes and, for the disproportionate number of 

incarcerated Native Hawaiians, far from their ancestral lands. 

 SCR 169 SD1 requests the task force established to study effective incarceration policies to 

improve Hawaii's correctional system, also identify in its final report sites for a new correctional 

facility that are ten acres or less in size. 

 Respectfully, this resolution is asking the task force to do something for which it has no 

expertise and/or experience and something that the taxpayers have already been paying 

consultants millions of dollars to do. What is going on here? Why do we continue to pay 

consultants to look for a site when the state has already determined that Halawa will be the site 

for a new jail and prison?   

 We fail to understand the rush to identify a site before there is any discussion about what 

corrections should look like for the next 50 -100 years. The decisions we make today will lock us 

into a particular system. Hawai`i is already an outlier as our sentences are too long, we incarcerate 

people for things that were violations only a few decades ago, and we hide away our social 

challenges because it’s bad for tourism. 
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 We need thoughtful, open, transparent deliberation in all communities about how 

Hawai`i should reform our correctional system. The questions we must ask: “Do we want a 

Criminal Justice System or a Criminal Processing System?” “What we do want/expect from our 

correctional system?” “How do we build the roadmap to reform?” 

 Community Alliance on Prisons offers an alternative version of this resolution for your 

consideration: 

 REQUESTING THE TASK FORCE ESTABLISHED TO STUDY  
EFFECTIVE INCARCERATION POLICIES TO IMPROVE  

HAWAII'S CORRECTIONAL SYSTEM INCLUDE A  

ROADMAP FOR REFORM IN ITS FINAL REPORT 

  

     WHEREAS, the 2016 Legislature established to HCR 85 Task Force to 

study effective incarceration policies in Hawaii and other 

jurisdictions, and suggest improvements for Hawaii's correctional 

system, including recommendations for designs of future correctional 

facilities; and 

 

     WHEREAS the Task Force shall include in their report, 

identification and analysis of effective incarceration policies used 

in other states and countries; and  

 

 WHEREAS the estimated costs to develop and recommend methods and 

strategies that may be employed by Hawaii to improve its correctional 

system; and 

 

 WHEREAS the current HCR 85 Task Force has no community advocates 

with knowledge of the correctional system; and 

 

 WHEREAS greater collaboration with interested community members 

and inclusion from different sectors working on justice issues is a 

wise basic planning decision, and 

 

 WHEREAS the two community members on the Task Force shall be 

appointed by the Chairs of the House and Senate Public Safety 

committees who have the best knowledge of interested community 

members, and 

 

 WHEREAS the plans to replace OCCC and to build a large new prison 

on O`ahu appear to be fast-tracked, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the task force suggested at the February briefing that 

current planning for development of new correctional facilities may be 

premature as the task force is looking at options to significantly 

reduce the State's inmate population and create a more cost-effective 

system focusing on rehabilitation rather than punishment; and 
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     WHEREAS, policies the task force is studying to reduce the 

incarceration rate include providing nonmonetary bail options, 

increasing substance abuse treatment programs, and improving support 

systems for parolees to reduce recidivism; and 

  

     WHEREAS, the task force is also recommending that the State 

expand its substance abuse treatment courts, create an academy to 

train correctional workers, and increase efforts to reduce the 

incarceration rate of Native Hawaiians; now, therefore, 

  

     BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Twenty-ninth Legislature of 

the State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2017, the House of 

Representatives concurring, that the final report of the task force 

established pursuant to H.C.R. No. 85, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, Regular Session 

of 2016, which is due no later than twenty days prior to the convening 

of the Regular Session of 2018, shall offer a roadmap for reform 

including, but not limited to: identifying 1) viable strategies to 

reduce both the jail and prison populations; 2) policies that need to 

change; 3) design options appropriate for Hawai`i’s diverse imprisoned 

population; 4)recommendations for expanding community-based services 

and programs, and 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the process of studying the 

correctional system, should developing a new correctional facility be 

considered an option, all state laws, including those laws pertaining 

to environmental impact statements and environmental assessments, and 

county ordinances shall be complied with; and 

  

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Concurrent 

Resolution be transmitted to the Governor, the Chairs of the House and 

Senate Public Safety Committees, and Director of Public Safety; 

provided that the Director of Public Safety is requested to transmit 

copies of this Concurrent Resolution to the members of the task force 

created by H.C.R. No. 85, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, Regular Session of 2016. 

 

 Community Alliance on Prisons implores the committee to thoughtfully consider what is 

being proposed. If Hawai`i builds a huge jail and a humongous prison it will be filled. We cannot 

continue to lock away our social challenges. We must face them head on and find solutions. There 

are many examples of strategies that work to build community, rather than to tear it apart. 

 We can do this! We are Hawai`i. We care for and about each other. 

 In these perilous political times, let’s remember that it is not us vs. them. It is JUST US! 

 Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 

 

 


