
COMMUNITY ALLIANCE ON PRISONS 
P.O. Box 37158, Honolulu, HI 96837-0158 

Phone/E-Mail:  (808) 927-1214 / kat.caphi@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Rep. Sylvia Luke, Chair 

Rep. Scott Nishimoto, Vice Chair 
Tuesday, April 7, 2015 
2:30 p.m. 
Room 308 
 
SUPPORT for SB 213 SD2, HD2 – SENTENCING  
 
 
Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee! 
 
 
My name is Kat Brady and I am a Community Justice Advocate. I am also the Coordinator 
of Community Alliance on Prisons, a community initiative promoting smart justice policies 
for almost two decades. This testimony is respectfully offered on behalf of the 5,600 Hawai`i 
individuals living behind bars and the thousands of people on probation and parole. We 
are always mindful that more than 1,600 of Hawai`i individuals are serving their sentences 
abroad, thousands of miles away from their loved ones, their homes and, for the 
disproportionate number of incarcerated Kanaka Maoli, far, far from their ancestral lands.  
 
SB 213 SD2, HD2 fixes the very expensive situation created by the Department of Public 
Safety when they started recalculating the sentences of all Hawai`i’s imprisoned 
population. This was duplicative since the each facility calculates the sentences of the 
individuals they hold to determine the release date. Without checking the court records and 
doing the appropriate due diligence, the Department of Public Safety assumed that all 
sentences were to be served consecutively, not concurrently as has been the practice in 
Hawai`i for decades and sent letters to incarcerated individuals advising them that their 
sentences were recalculated and that they would be serving many more years than they 
were led to believe. 
 
In 2008, Act 193 was signed on June 18, 2008 and made all sentences served after June 18, 
2015 concurrent unless the court specified that the sentences were to be served 
consecutively.  
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SB 213 HD2 would make all sentences served before June 18, 2008 concurrent unless the 
court specified that the sentences were to be served consecutively.  
 
The Department of Public Safety reported that there were 862 incarcerated persons fitting 
these criteria. This bill requires the Department of Public Safety to send written notice to 
defendants with multiple terms of imprisonment imposed prior to June 18, 2008, within six 
months of the effective date of this measure. It requires the written notice to include notice 
of the defendant's right to have the court review the defendant's sentence makes it effective 
upon approval. 
 
The Public Defender testified that he checked their files and every over-detention case they 
filed because of PSD’s recalculation the state lost every one.  
 

THE STATE LOST AND THE TAXPAYERS LOST. 
Courts have been assessing a fine of $1,000/day for over-detention. 

 
This bill codifies what has been the practice for decades in Hawai`i. We urge the 
committee’s passage of this measure. 
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 
 

 


