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SUPPORT for SB 982 SD1 HD1 – MEDICAL AMNESTY/GOOD SAMARITAN BILL 
 
 
Aloha Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Sanbuenaventura and Members of the Committees! 
 
My name is Kat Brady and I am the Coordinator Community Alliance on Prisons, a community 
initiative promoting smart justice policies for more than a decade. This testimony is respectfully 
offered always mindful that 6,000 Hawai`i individuals are living behind bars, including 1,800 men 
who are serving their sentences abroad, thousands of miles from their loved ones, their homes and, 
for the disproportionate number of incarcerated Native Hawaiians, far from their ancestral lands.   
 
SB 982 SD1, HD1 establishes limited immunity for individuals who seek medical assistance for 

themselves or others experiencing a drug or alcohol overdose.   

Community Alliance on Prisons is in strong support of this measure that is all about saving lives. 
Overdose deaths are preventable. The majority of drug-related overdoses occur in the presence of 
others and there is usually time to intervene by calling 911, performing CPR, or with an opiate 
blocker such as Naloxone. 
 
The most common reason cited for not calling 911 for help during an overdose is fear of police 
involvement. Witnesses fear being arrested for possession or contributing to the overdose, so 
instead of calling 911, people may try dangerous methods to revive the victim. 
 
The following is an excerpt from an article1 published in Civil Beat by an internal medicine 
physician at Straub Clinic and Hospital (June 2014):  

Does the social stigma of drug use make us less likely to care about saving the lives of addicts? 
                                                             
1 Health Beat: Hawaii Could Save the Lives of Many More Overdose Victims-The state should join others that are 

overcoming uncomfortable questions to help speed up action to spare people who are dying from drugs, By 
KATHLEEN KOZAK, JUNE 23, 2014. 
http://www.civilbeat.com/2014/06/health-beat-hawaii-could-save-the-lives-of-many-more-overdose-victims 
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 Statistics from the Hawaii Department of Health Injury Prevention Program indicate that from 
 2009 to 2013, there were 773 recorded deaths from drug poisoning in Hawaii. This tops the 618 
 people who died in motor vehicle accidents over the same five-year period. 

 Based on trends apparent in this data, the annual numbers of overdoses are likely to continue to 
 rise in the next few years. Despite an increased awareness of the dangers, there is still a huge 
 black market for prescription pain pills, which account for a significant number of the overdoses 
 seen in the last few years. 

 When people overdose, whether intentionally or accidentally, the first people on the scene are 
 often friends or family members. If they find a loved one within minutes of an overdose, they are 
 — or could be — in a unique position to save them. 

 
According to the Department of Health presentation2 at the 2014 Hawai`i Harm Reduction 
Conference, drug poisonings are increasing in Hawai`i: 
 
– ~155 deaths per year, and ~4,500 hospital treatments 
 
– Pharmaceutical opiates involved in 41% of fatal drug poisonings, and 12% to 20% of nonfatal drug 
poisonings. 
 
Fatal drug poisonings in Hawaii, by various groups, 2004-2013: 

 prescription drugs (55%)  

 opioid pain relievers (41%)  

 illicit drugs (36%)  

 methamphetamine (27%)  

 unspecified drugs (16%) 
 
The number of drug overdose deaths - a majority of which are from prescription drugs - in Hawaii 
increased by 68 percent since 1999 when the rate was 6.5 per 100,000. Nationally, rates have 
doubled in 29 states since 1999, quadrupled in four of these states and tripled in 10 more. 

 
This bill would NOT protect people from prosecution for other offenses such as drug trafficking.  
It would, however, provide amnesty from prosecution to people who call 911 by prioritizing the 
saving lives over arrests for drug possession.  
 
Laws have been enacted in 17 states and adopted as policies by 240 colleges and universities.  The 
statistics from the Injury Prevention Branch of the Hawai`i Department of Health surely provide 
justification for this life saving measure.  
 
What if someone you love was in a situation like this?  Wouldn’t you want someone to help him or 
her? Please pass this common sense, life saving measure and change the effective date to “upon 
approval”.  Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 

                                                             
2 Drug overdoses and prevention efforts in Hawaii, Dan Galanis, Ph.D., Epidemiologist, Injury Prevention and 
Control Section, EMS & Injury Prevention System Branch, Hawaii Department of Health. 


