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Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chairs Nishimoto and Johanson and Members of the Committee! 
 
My name is Kat Brady and I am the Coordinator of Community Alliance on Prisons, a community 
initiative promoting  smart justice policies for more than a decade. This testimony is respectfully offered 
on behalf of the 5,800 Hawai`i individuals living behind bars, always mindful that approximately 1,500 
Hawai`i individuals are serving their sentences abroad, thousands of miles away from their loved ones, 
their homes and, for the disproportionate number of incarcerated Native Hawaiians, far from their 
ancestral lands.    
 
HB 2490 HD1 enhances the juvenile justice system by concentrating secure bed space on serious juvenile 
offenders and strengthens disposition, adjustment, diversion, and services available for juvenile 
offenders to ensure family court judges, court staff, departmental staff, and service providers have the 
tools needed to keep youth safely and effectively in their communities. It increases interagency 
collaboration and establishes a temporary Juvenile Justice Oversight Advisory Council. Effective July 1, 
2014 
 
Community Alliance on Prisons supports this measure.  
 
We have been working on adult justice issues for almost two decades.  When we read Dr. Marilyn 
Brown’s dissertation called Motherhood on the Margins (2003) that found 36% of the women on parole at 
the time of the research started in the juvenile justice system. This was a clarion call to Community 
Alliance on Prisons’ and we started working on juvenile issues to shut off the pipeline of youth entering 
the adult system. 
 
Representing Community Alliance on Prisons, I am a member of the Disproportionate Minority Contact 
Committee of the federally funded Juvenile Alternatives to Detention Initiative (JDAI); serve as an 
Advisory Board member to Films By Youth Inside (FYI), a program at HYCF that helps our youth tell 
their stories through production of short films they write, film, and for which serve as the cast and crew; 
serve on the Board of `Opio Haku Mo`olelo (Youth writing stories; youth making meaning); and assist a 
girl’s filmmaking program called Making Media That Matters.  
 
Research on better ways of addressing youthful offenses clearly shows that incarcerating juveniles is 

not the most effective way of helping our youth and does nothing to help us achieve better outcomes 
for all of our communities. 
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Neuroscientists, using advanced brain-scanning technology, are getting a better view of how the human 
brain develops than ever before. And what they’ve found is that in most people, the prefrontal cortex 

and its links to other regions of the brain are not fully formed until age 25—much later than anyone 
had realized. These areas are the seat of “executive decision making”—the parts of the brain that allow 
people to think through the likely consequences of an action, weigh the risks and benefits and stop 
themselves from acting on impulse. In other words, the stuff that makes you a mature person.1 
 
Brian Wilcox, a psychologist at the University of Nebraska said, “There’s been a growing recognition that 
most of our earlier law in how we treat adolescents and young adults was chaotic and not tied to any empirical 
rationale. When many of these laws were established, there really wasn’t research on which they could be based.” 
 
It is no secret that Native Hawaiians, Samoans and Filipinos are over-represented in Hawai`i’s justice 
system.2  This is shameful and points to a real deficiency in our society. We can change this. 
 
The Hawai`i Juvenile Justice Working Group found that in 2012, 41% of youth were committed for 
nonviolent offenses. They also found that Hawaii’s violent offense arrest rates are below the national 
average and our property offense arrest rates are above the national average.  
 
It is no surprise that property crime is above the national average when we know that 80% of the youth 
in the First Circuit are in need of substance abuse treatment and there is only one residential treatment 
facility to serve this desperate need. 
 
Community Alliance on Prisons is so grateful that the bill includes a reentry plan for youth. This has 
been the weak link in the juvenile system, just as it has been in the adult system. We also support 
instituting intermediate sanctions for the most common probation violations as an important step in 
helping our youth understand the consequences of their actions.  
 
Including earned discharge from probation is an important step in restoring hope to a youth who has 
broken the law. It gives youth something to focus on in order to reach their fullest potential. If a young 
person feels that there is no way out of the system, it can lead to more offenses as he or she may feel they 
have been labelled. 
 
Adopting a parole plan with services is vital to successful reentry so that our youth achieve the results 
for which we all hope.  
 
These elements are all so important. Please understand that if we don’t invest in our youth, we are all 
doomed. Let see each child in our communities as a precious gem. Let’s do everything we can to help 
them understand the facets of life and help them work through the rough spots. Be a mentor! Be a 
champion! Please support our keiki and youth by passing this bill. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 

"Children are the living messages we send to a time we will not see." 
John W. Whitehead, founder, Rutherford Institute 

                                                             
1 What is the Age of Responsibility? By Alan Greenblatt, October 2009. http://www.governing.com/node/4018 
 

2 Why So Many Hawaiian, Samoan And Filipino Youth In Justice System?  Civil Beat, By Chad Blair October 24, 2012. 

http://www.civilbeat.com/articles/2012/10/24/17448-why-so-many-hawaiian-samoan-and-filipino-youth-in-justice-system/ 
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