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SUPPORT FOR HB 2489 – FUNDING JUVENILE JUSTICE 
 
 
Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chairs Nishimoto and Johanson and Members of the Committee! 
 
My name is Kat Brady and I am the Coordinator of Community Alliance on Prisons, a 
community initiative promoting  smart justice policies for more than a decade. This testimony is 
respectfully offered on behalf of the 5,800 Hawai`i individuals living behind bars, always 
mindful that approximately 1,500 Hawai`i individuals are serving their sentences abroad, 
thousands of miles away from their loved ones, their homes and, for the disproportionate 
number of incarcerated Native Hawaiians, far from their ancestral lands.    
 
HB 2489 HD1 appropriates funds to the family court division of the judiciary and the office of 
youth services to reduce juvenile delinquency recidivism through evidence-based practices and 
mental health and substance abuse treatment programs, respectively. Effective July 1, 2014. 
 
Community Alliance on Prisons is in full support of this measure. 
 
This important bill is about much more than the smart economics of providing an appropriate 
array of programming for our youth to address their pathways to crime. It is about growing a 
safe, healthy, and just community for all of us.  
 
The Hawai`i Youth Correctional Facility was originally conceived as a small, 32-bed facility for 
those youth who committed more serious crimes and in need of more intensive treatment. 
HYCF was to be complemented by an array of community-based programs. Sadly, the program 
piece never happened. 
 
Now we are sending low level youthful lawbreakers to HYCF at the whopping cost of $200,000 
a year and worse, getting them used to prison.  
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Research done by Dr. Marilyn Brown of UH Hilo entitled, Motherhood on the Margins, looked at 
all the women who were on parole at that time (the early 2000’s) who had at least one child. Dr. 
Brown’s research sadly revealed that 36% of those women started in the juvenile justice system. 
 
We  have heard stories of women at WCCC who started at HYCF that made us very sad. When 
asked how it was going into to adult prison after serving time at HYCF, most responded that it 
“was like going home, I knew everyone there.”  
 
Every year about 7,000 youth come before Family Court statewide. Eighty percent (80%) of 
those youth have substance abuse problems and sixty percent (60%) have mental health issues 
that need to be addressed. Currently there is only one residential treatment program for youth 
in Hawai`i and it is on O`ahu.  
 
This bill addresses the screwy funding stream for services that leave the family court a paucity 
of or no options to help our youth. Family court judges have told me that they would rather 
send a youthful lawbreaker to a community-based program than to prison, however, the 
options are limited or nonexistent. 
 
Let’s fund programs that work to help our youth reach their highest and best potential.  
 
Community Alliance on Prisons respectfully asks the committee to make this investment in 
Hawai`i’s future.  
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 

 
"There can be no keener revelation of a society's soul 

than the way in which it treats its children." 
Nelson Mandela 


