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SUPPORT FOR HCR 173 – More Community-Based Drug Treatment and Mental Health Programs

Aloha Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Har and Members of the Committee!

My name is Kat Brady and I am the Coordinator of Community Alliance on Prisons, a community
initiative promoting smart justice policies for more than a decade. This testimony is respectfully offered
on behalf of the 5,800 Hawai`i individuals living behind bars, always mindful that approximately 1,500
Hawai`i individuals are serving their sentences abroad, thousands of miles away from their loved ones,
their homes and, for the disproportionate number of incarcerated Native Hawaiians, far from their
ancestral lands.

HCR173 encourages the department of public safety to expand community drug treatment and mental
health programs for nonviolent offenders and move low-risk offenders into community programs that
directly address their pathways to incarceration.

Community Alliance on Prisons supports this resolution. Incarcerating low-risk lawbreakers has proven
to be expensive and ineffective.

For every $1 spent on drug treatment in the community, you save approximately $18. Substance abuse
treatment provided in the community is more cost-effective than imprisonment. Individuals with
substance abuse histories compose a large portion of the prison population. Substance use/abuse plays a
role in the commission of certain crimes. Treatment delivered in the community is one of the most cost-
effective ways to prevent such crimes.1

Mental health litigation has established the legal right to treatment in custodial facilities—for pretrial
detainees as well as sentenced inmates. Among its benefits, good mental health treatment can reduce
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security risks by minimizing the symptoms of mental illness, thereby decreasing potential disruptions to
jail routines and injuries to staff and detainees. The problems jails experience in connection with
mentally ill detainees are associated with the absence of criminal justice policies, procedures, and
standards specifically addressed to this group of offenders. Deficiencies in training, communication, and
resources result from viewing the jail in isolation, rather than as an integral part of a criminal justice
system (that includes the police, the courts, defense attorneys, and prosecutors) with linkages to mental
health and other human services based in the greater community.2,3

Increasing investment in community-based treatment, improving diversion from prison and jail, and
ensuring that those leaving prison have adequate care, all will reduce the financial burden of
imprisoning community members suffering with a mental illness.

Unless we start directly addressing an individual’s pathway to crime, which can ultimately lead to
incarceration, we will never solve our correctional crisis. Let’s do what works; what is fair and just. The
research supports this. Red states support this. It is time for ostensibly Blue Hawai`i to get on board and
do what works!

This is also part of the Justice Reinvestment Initiative implementation. Let’s stop wasting money and
creating a huge criminal underclass by directly addressing the reason folks break the law. One solution
is more community based drug treatment and mental programs!

Mahalo for this opportunity to testify.
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