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STRONG SUPPORT FOR ORIGINAL HB 1133 – REPEAL OF THE PLDC

Aloha Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee!

My name is Kat Brady and I am the Coordinator of Community Alliance on Prisons, a community
initiative promoting smart justice policies for more than a decade. This testimony is respectfully offered
on behalf of the 5,800 Hawai`i individuals living behind bars, always mindful that approximately 1,500
individuals are serving their sentences abroad, thousands of miles away from their loved ones, their
homes and, for the disproportionate number of incarcerated Native Hawaiians, far from their ancestral
lands.

HB 1133 repeals the Public Land Development Corporation and transfers certain assets to the
Department of Land and Natural Resources.

Community Alliance on Prisons is in strong support of repealing the Public Land Development
Corporation (PLDC) as was in the original version of HB 1133; a clean bill that crossed over from the
House and was subsequently amended by the Senate Water Land Committee. Our primary interest is in
justice and both the process that led to the enactment of the law creating the PLDC and actions of the
PLDC are unjust and have made a mockery of the democratic process.

A recent article in The Washington Times1 stated:

If allowed to stand, the legislative precedent set by the PLDC not only places Hawaii but the rest of the
United States on a policy trajectory towards oligarchical command-and-control planning. What the
continued existence of the PLDC says to all is that a small panel of handpicked individuals should have the
right and authority to determine what is most profitable for the state and what is best for the environment
and all who live in it.

Is this really the level to which we have sunk? Are selling off or leasing public assets a strategy to
balance the budget? When were we the people consulted about a small, hand-picked group of people

1 Repeal Hawaii's Public Land Development Corporation, by Danny de Gracia, The Washington Times, February 2,
2013. http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/making-waves-hawaii-perspective-

washingtonpolitic/2013/feb/2/danny-de-gracia-repeal-PLDC/
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that will decide what is best for the rest of us? Are public assets up for grabs without the informed
consent of the governed?

The current state of affairs is that corporate prisons are working to make inroads into state economies.
Last year Corrections Corporation of America (CCA), the owner and operator of the violent prisons to
which we banish Hawai`i’s incarcerated men (who are mostly of Hawaiian ancestry), wrote to 48 states,
including Hawai`i, proposing to take over state correctional facilities2 with the caveat that they are
guaranteed 90% occupancy for 20 years. Community Alliance on Prisons hand-delivered a letter to
Governor Abercrombie from the Presbyterian Health, Education and Welfare Association3 that stated in
part:

Dear Governor Abercrombie:

As the leadership of the Presbyterian Health, Education and Welfare Association (PHEWA), a ministry of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), as well as PHEWA’s Criminal Justice Network, we write in reference to a letter
recently sent to your office by the Corrections Corporation of America (CCA), the nation’s largest for-profit prison
firm, in which CCA introduced its “corrections investment initiative.”

As part of this initiative, CCA indicated it has made $250 million available to purchase and then operate state-
owned correctional facilities under minimum 20-year contracts with a guarantee of 90% occupancy, among other
requirements.

We are contacting you to express our opposition to both this initiative and to the more general concept of
contracting with private companies for the purpose of incarcerating people as a means of generating,corporate
profit.

CCA was given the nod by the Federal government last month (February 8)4, to establish a Real Estate
Investment Trust (REIT). A Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT) is an unincorporated trust created for
the purpose of investing in real property or to extend credit to those engaged in construction. The GEO
Group has also received federal approval to form a REIT.5

A 2011 report from the Reason Foundation entitled “Annual Privatization Report 2011: Corrections and
Public Safety”6 confirms our concerns about PLDC and forming public-private partnerships with
corporations whose only interest is profit.

2 CCA letter to 48 Governors http://justiceunbound.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/CCA-Letter.pdf

3
Presbyterian Health, Education and Welfare Association PCJN letter to 48 governors in response to CCA

proposed prison privatization.

http://justiceunbound.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/PCJN-letter-to-governors-FINAL-KY-copy.pdf

4 CCA gets feds' nod for REIT move, by Geert De Lombaerde, Published February 8, 2013.

http://nashvillepost.com/news/2013/2/8/cca_gets_feds_nod_for_reit_move

5 The GEO Group Receives Favorable Private Letter Ruling from Internal Revenue Service; Elects REIT Status
and Declares First Quarterly REIT Cash Dividend of $0.50 Per Share, Business Wire Press Release, The GEO

Group, Inc., Friday, January 18, 2013
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/geo-group-receives-favorable-private-125000301.html

6 Reason Foundation Annual Privatization Report 2011: Corrections and Public Safety, Stage Spotlight: Hawaii, pp.
19-20. http://reason.org/files/publicsafety_annual_privatization_report_2011.pdf
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…Separately, the Hawaii state legislature considered several bills in 2011 that may help set the stage for
a significant private sector role in delivering the new, in-state correctional facility capacity sought
by the Abercrombie administration.
(…)
 In May 2011, Gov. Abercrombie signed into law Act 55 (Senate Bill 1555), transferring state-owned
lands to a new Public Land Development Corporation, a development arm of the state’s Department of
Land and Natural Resources authorized to form PPPs to develop state land, renovate public recreation and
leisure assets, and generate revenues to offset major departmental budget cuts in recent years. The
corporation can also issue revenue bonds for land acquisition and the construction or renovation of state
facilities.

Community Alliance on Prisons is deeply concerned that public land will be turned over to private developers
(including corporate prisons). The PLDC is exempt from some of our important accountability laws, such as the
procurement code.

Oversight laws were created to prevent shenanigans. We should be cautious about giving control of millions of
acres of land without these regulations.

The PLDC is beyond fixing; repeal is the only option at this point.

Please vote to repeal the PLDC by passing the original version of HB 1133. The PLDC is an insult to the public, an
affront to democracy, and a violation of the public trust.

Mahalo for this opportunity to testify.


