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STRONG SUPPORT FOR ORIGINAL HB 622 – EVIDENCE

Aloha Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro and Members of the Committee!

My name is Kat Brady and I am the Coordinator of Community Alliance on Prisons, a community
initiative promoting smart justice policies for more than a decade. This testimony is respectfully offered
on behalf of the 5,800 Hawai`i individuals living behind bars, always mindful that approximately 1,500
individuals are serving their sentences abroad, thousands of miles away from their loved ones, their
homes and, for the disproportionate number of incarcerated Native Hawaiians, far from their ancestral
lands.

The original version of HB 622 makes permanent the limited news media privilege against the compelled
disclosure of sources and unpublished sources.

Community Alliance is in strong support of this measure that upholds the First Amendment. This stated
out as a simple bill, just asking that the sunset be lifted to make Hawai`i’s widely acclaimed bill a
permanent statute.

Thirty-nine state and the District of Columbia currently have shield laws and the Student Press Law
Center has described Hawai`i’s law as “the best in the country in terms of the clarity and breadth of its
coverage.” Our law has been cited as a model for a national shield law.

The Judiciary Evidence Committee has reviewed the law as requested by the Legislature and it
recommended that “the sunset provision be eliminated and that Act 210 be integrated into HRS Chapter
621.

Please amend this bill and pass the original version of HB 622. Mahalo for this opportunity to testify.

“Let the people know the facts, and the country will be safe.”
Abraham Lincoln


