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SUPPORT FORHB 411 HD2 – COMPASSIONATE CARE for SEX ASSAULT VICTIMS

Aloha Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro and Members of the Committee!

My name is Kat Brady and I am the Coordinator of Community Alliance on Prisons, a
community initiative promoting smart justice policies for more than a decade. This testimony is
respectfully offered on behalf of the 5,800 Hawai`i individuals living behind bars, always
mindful that approximately 1,500 Hawai`i individuals are serving their sentences abroad,
thousands of miles away from their loved ones, their homes and, for the disproportionate
number of incarcerated Native Hawaiians, far from their ancestral lands.

I have also been the Chair of the Honolulu County Committee on the Status of Women for
eleven years, although I am not speaking on the City’s behalf.

HB 411 HD2 establishes a new part in chapter 321, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to ensure that
female sexual assault victims are provided with medically and factually accurate and unbiased
information about and access to emergency contraception when receiving emergency medical
care at Hawaii's hospitals.

Community Alliance on Prisons is in strong support of this measure. Sexual assault is a life
threatening event and one that causes most victims long-term trauma. Survivors often
experience depression, intense fear, anxiety, and symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder.
Healing may take a lifetime. Many of our incarcerated women have been through the traumatic
experience of rape, which has led many of them to use drugs to self-medicate and, sadly that
path has led them to prison.

According to the U.S. Department of Justice, Criminal Justice Division information, there were
228 forcible rapes in Hawai`i in 2011.1 Many survivors of rape require immediate medical
attention at one of Hawaii’s emergency rooms.

1 FBI, 2011. “Crime in the United States.” Accessed from http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-

in-the-us/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/tables/table-1 on December 2, 2012.
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It is unconscionable to us that women would be denied information and access to emergency
contraception in the Aloha State after going through the worst trauma imaginable.

In addition to the aftermath of rape, victims find themselves dealing with a host of reproductive
and sexual health issues, including pregnancy. Statistics vary, but indicate that approximately
5% -8% of all rapes result in pregnancy.2

In 2012, sixteen states and the District of Columbia have adopted legislation requiring the
provision of information about and/or access to EC to sexual assault victims in emergency
rooms.3 The federal government also has standardized rules regarding EC and requires that all
military and federal hospitals stock EC.4 The Army Medical Command Regulations advise
discussing and providing EC to sexual assault victims.5

Providing EC in the ER is the accepted standard of care. The American Medical Association’s
guidelines for treating sexual assault victims states that victims should be informed about and
provided EC.6The American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology also supports this standard
of care.7

I remember the terror in my sister’s voice when she called to tell me she had been raped. She

was 19 years old. This rape occurred 7 years after she was sexually assaulted by a Catholic

priest at the age of 12. These traumatic and violent assaults have impacted her life until this

very day and she is now almost 60 years old.

Please pass this compassionate care bill. No one should be denied access and information to

medical care in the Aloha State.

Mahalo for this opportunity to testify.
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