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Aloha Task Force Members,

The purpose of this document is to deliver to Task Force Members a brief analysis of the previous
reports cited in the Draft Findings under heading A. Data Regarding Native Hawaiians in the Criminal
Justice System, Writer's Findings, pg. 3.

A. Crime and Justice Related to Hawaiians and Part-Hawaiians in the State of Hawaii, 1981
In 1981, Gene Kassebaum, Ph.D. (Kassebaum) produced "Crime and Justice Related to Hawaiians and
Part-Hawaiians in the State of Hawaii" for Alu Like, Inc. The study was done in response to a rise in
crime used sample data from 1975-1980. The study found Hawaiians to be overrepresented in the
sentenced, incarcerated population (1,23). Kassebaum's research found that it was difficult to analyze
data because race and ethnicity data was not uniformly captured in a consistent manner at both the agency
level and between agencies (12, 19). Kassebaum summarizes on page 29:

In addition, ethnicity is also correlated with offense and prior conviction and, for this reason,
severity of sentencing is greater in some ethnic groups. Both the strong correlations with offense
and prior conviction and the smaller correlation of ethnicity would appear to be ground for policy
changes on behalf of Hawaiians and part-Hawaiians.

Kassebaum concluded that Hawai 'i' s crime rates "reflect both racism and criminogenic ethnic correlates."
(Report, at 32). Four recommendations are presented (Report, at 33-35):

A.Enforce consistent data collection procedures by starting with a pilot project.
B.Have Alu Like monitor the prison population and support efforts from the Department of
Corrections and Intake Service Center to make the legislature and public more aware of
problems.

C. Encourage judges in Circuit Court to periodically review sentencing by data by ethnicity.
D.Survey public experience and attitudes toward crime and ethnic relations.

Based on the 1994 Report, discussed below, the subsequent 2010 Report The Disparate Treatment of
Native Hawaiians in the Criminal Justice System, and the testimony briefly reviewed, the
recommendations in the 1981 Report were not followed. I am not sure if there was a pilot project created
as a result of the 1981 Report. If it was, the program is not in existence today.

B. Ethnic Differences in Imprisonment Rates in the State of Hawaii, 1994
In 1994, Dr. Kassebaum authored another report for Alu Like, Inc., for use by the State of Hawaii, titled
Criminal Justice and Hawaiians in the 1990 's: Ethnic Differences in Imprisonment Rates in the State of
Hawai 'i. The study noted an extraordinary increase in the rate of imprisonment in Hawai 'i and continued
overrepresentation of Native Hawaiians among incarcerated and probation populations (Report, at 4). One
positive finding was that the length of stay did not appear to be linked to race (Id.). However, Hawaiians
were more likely to be charged with felony crimes, less likely to have their case removed from
prosecution, and more likely to be re- arrested (Report at 7-1, 7-2).

Dr. Kassebaum wrote in his Recommendations section:
The figures arouse concern that somehow the "system" is not working as it should.



Because of persistent ethnic differences in the rates of admissions to confinement,
funds should be accessed for a study of a sample of cases proceeding from arrest,
on felony charges through prosecution, dismissal, plea or trial, sentencing, and on
to behavior on probation or in confinement, and followup thereafter for both juveniles
and adult defendants. (Pp 7-3)

Kassebaum's 1994 recommendations include:
A. Do a cohort study of cases from arrest through case resolution.
B. Research childhood and early school/community experiences.
C. Access to preventive services in terms of availability and effectiveness
D.Have a working conference with the participation of stakeholders in the criminal justice system

As a result of this, there was a conference which discussed the over representation of Native Hawaiians in
the criminal justice system in 1993 and 1994.

Conclusion
The 1981 Report, the 1994 Report, and the 2010 Report The Overrepresentation of Native Hawaiians in
the Criminal Justice System independently concluded that Native Hawaiians are over represented in the
criminal justice system.

The Task Force should consider making both the 1981 and the 1994 Reports available to the public, via
the internet, with the testimony that the Task Force received throughout the summer of 2012. Should the
1981 Report and 1994 Report be discussed in the Findings section of the forthcoming Task Force Report,
they can be appropriately cited with hyperlinks to the original documents.
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