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INMATE POPULATION FROM
1980 TO 2007 (End of Fiscal Year Assigned Counts)

1980 926 1990 2,625 2000 5,127
1981 1,121 1991 2,673 2001 5,412
1982 1,326 1992 2,999 2002 5,569
1983 1,473 1993 3,133 2003 5,657
1984 1,769 1994 3,246 2004 5,958
1985 2,045 1995 3,583 2005 6,092
1986 2,159 1996 3,693 2006 6,251
1987 2,259 1997 4,604 2007 6,045
1988 2,289 1998 5,216 2008 6,014
1989 2,480 1999 5,043

CONTRACTED OUT OF STATE FACILITIES
End of Fiscal Year Counts (as of 6.30.07)

1996 300 2002 1,232 2008 2,014
1997 300 2003 1,295
1998 600 2004 1,579
1999 1,178 2005 1,730
2000 1,079 2006 1,844
2001 1,194 2007 2,009

INMATE DEMOGRAPHICS
Total assigned count 6.30.08 = 6,014: Males - 5,254;; Females - 760

Distribution by Ethnic Group or Race
Hawaiian/Part Hawaiian - 39% Hispanic 4%
Caucasian 23% Other 3%
Filipino 12% Chinese 1%
Japanese 5% Korean 1%
Samoan 5% Other Pacific Islander 2%
Black 4% Not reported 2%

Distribution by Age
Less than 20 years 1% 45 to 49 years 8%
20 to 24 years 9% 50 to 54 years 4%
25 to 29 years 16% 55 to 59 years 2%
30 to 34 years 15% 60 to 64 years 1%
35 to 39 years 16% 65 years and over 0%
40 to 44 years 13% Not reported (blank)
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"Each individual has a universal responsibility to
shape institutions to serve human needs."

His Holiness the Dalai Lama
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WHOWE ARE &WHATWE DO
Community Alliance on Prisons (CAP) is a community-led initiative
working to develop effective interventions for Hawai`i's offenders. We
are a diverse coalition of community groups, churches, scholars,
businesses, concerned community members, service providers, families
of inmates, and ex-offenders.

CAP came together in the 1990's to discuss crime in Hawai`i in general
and the criminal justice system‘s response to crime in particular. These
discussions made it clear that crime and prison issues must be taken out
into the community for more input and involvement. This led to our first
conference in 1998, entitled "Community Solutions to Hawai`i's Prison
Problems".

We have kept people engaged with our e-mail alert system by posting
legislative hearing notices, analyzing and describing bills and their
potential impacts, calling for testimony, posting notices of events of
interest, as well as the latest news on criminal justice issues affecting
Hawai`i nei. This strategy has broadened the discussion on alternatives
to incarceration and intermediate sanctions (sanctions that include
everything short of incarceration such as increased supervision,
community monitoring, treatment, etc.) and has increased the number of
people testifying and speaking out on these important issues.

CAP has sponsored several conferences and workshops over the years to
educate policymakers, agencies, service providers, and the community
on the pressing issues facing the community and Hawai`i's inmate
population.

CAP is currently a partner in a pilot project at Waiawa and the Women’s
Prisons that combines Restorative Justice with a Reentry Plan for inmates
exiting prison. We have been working to create a comprehensive reentry
system by expanding work furlough and reintegration programs in
order to reduce Hawai`i's dismal recidivism rate.

CAP needs help with office work, answering inmate letters, tabling at
community events, research in many different areas, testifying, and
organizing families in this massive workload for justice. We invite
everyone to join us on this Journey!

Rigid justice is the greatest injustice.
Dr. Thomas Fuller

THE IMPORTANCE OF A
COMPREHENSIVE REENTRY SYSTEM:

More than 95% of the individuals Hawai`i incarcerates will return home.
Doesn’t logic dictate, therefore, that we prepare these individuals to
successfully transition from institutional to community life?

The 2007 Legislature passed the Hawai`i’s Community Safety Act –
Hawai`i’s Reentry Law, which Governor Lingle vetoed and the
Legislature overrode. Act 8 has been citied in national studies as a one of
2007’s progressive pieces of legislation that passed in the criminal justice
arena. This law mandates a philosophical change in how the Department
of Public Safety treats incarcerated individuals by asserting that
reentry/reintegration starts from the first day a person is incarcerated.
This means that programming and work opportunities are geared
toward addressing the root cause of an individual’s incarceration and
assisting the individual in the development of skills that will facilitate
his/her successful reentry into the community.

WHAT THE RESEARCH SAYS:
Research has shown that the three things absolutely necessary for
successful reentry are:

1. Strong, positive familial and significant relationships
2. A safe place to live
3. Finding meaningful work that can support individuals and their

families

The Department of Justice’s National Institute of Corrections reports:
Appropriate treatment reduces recidivism by 30%
Inappropriate treatment increases recidivism by 6%
Traditional punishment increases recidivism by 7%

CLASSIFICATION LEVELS:
The Department of Public Safety is in the process of updating its
classification system (the custody levels of incarcerated individuals). A
January 2008 preliminary report found that Hawai`i is over-classifying
individuals instead of moving them through the various levels of the
system to encourage and ensure rehabilitation.

WILL REENTRY THREATEN COMMUNITY SAFETY?
The preliminary classification report also found that the majority of
Hawai`i’s incarcerated population is nonviolent:

Prison: 62% male;; 83% female Jail: 64% male;; 85% female


